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Science Progression (EYFS–Year 6)
	Year Group
	Unit
	Knowledge Progression
	Skills Progression
	Working Scientifically / Enquiry
	Vocabulary
	National Curriculum Link

	EYFS
	Understanding the World – Plants and Animals
	Identify animals and plants; understand living things grow and change
	Observe nature; talk about similarities and differences
	Observation over time
	plant, leaf, animal, grow
	EYFS Understanding the World – Explore the natural world

	Year 1
	Plants
	Identify common wild and garden plants; basic plant structure
	Observe closely; draw diagrams
	Identifying and classifying
	root, stem, leaf, flower
	KS1 – Identify and name common plants

	Year 1
	Animals Including Humans
	Identify common animals; carnivores, herbivores, omnivores; body parts
	Group animals
	Pattern seeking
	mammal, reptile, herbivore
	KS1 – Identify and name animals

	Year 1
	Everyday Materials
	Distinguish materials and describe properties
	Sort materials
	Grouping and classifying
	wood, plastic, metal
	KS1 – Distinguish between materials

	Year 1
	Seasonal Changes
	Observe seasonal weather and day length
	Record weather patterns
	Observation over time
	season, weather, temperature
	KS1 – Observe changes across seasons

	Year 2
	Living Things and Habitats
	Identify living, dead and never alive; simple habitats
	Group living things
	Pattern seeking
	habitat, microhabitat
	KS1 – Living things and habitats

	Year 2
	Plants
	Understand how plants grow from seeds/bulbs; need water/light
	Grow plants and observe
	Observation over time
	seed, bulb, germinate
	KS1 – Observe plant growth

	Year 2
	Animals Including Humans
	Basic needs for survival; importance of exercise and diet
	Collect simple data
	Pattern seeking
	nutrition, exercise
	KS1 – Basic needs of animals

	Year 2
	Uses of Everyday Materials
	Understand material suitability and changing shape
	Test materials
	Comparative testing
	flexible, transparent
	KS1 – Uses of materials

	Year 3
	Plants
	Functions of plant parts; pollination and seed formation
	Dissect plants
	Identifying patterns
	pollination, seed dispersal
	LKS2 – Plant functions

	Year 3
	Animals Including Humans
	Nutrition, skeletons and muscles
	Investigate movement
	Comparative testing
	skeleton, muscles
	LKS2 – Nutrition and skeletons

	Year 3
	Rocks
	Types of rocks; fossil formation; soils
	Compare rock samples
	Comparative testing
	igneous, sedimentary
	LKS2 – Compare rocks

	Year 3
	Light
	Light sources and shadows
	Investigate shadows
	Fair testing
	light source, shadow
	LKS2 – Recognise light sources

	Year 3
	Forces and Magnets
	Pushes/pulls; magnetic materials
	Test magnets
	Fair testing
	magnet, attract, repel
	LKS2 – Notice forces

	Year 4
	Living Things and Habitats
	Classification and environmental changes
	Group organisms
	Identifying/classifying
	classification
	LKS2 – Classify living things

	Year 4
	Animals Including Humans
	Digestive system; teeth
	Create models
	Research
	digestion, predator
	LKS2 – Digestive system

	Year 4
	States of Matter
	Solids, liquids, gases; evaporation and condensation
	Observe changes
	Observation over time
	evaporation, condensation
	LKS2 – States of matter

	Year 4
	Sound
	How sound travels; pitch and volume
	Investigate sound
	Pattern seeking
	vibration, pitch
	LKS2 – Identify how sounds are made

	Year 4
	Electricity
	Simple circuits and switches
	Build circuits
	Fair testing
	circuit, conductor
	LKS2 – Construct circuits

	Year 5
	Living Things and Habitats
	Life cycles and reproduction
	Compare life cycles
	Research
	metamorphosis
	UKS2 – Life cycles

	Year 5
	Animals Including Humans
	Human development and ageing
	Interpret data
	Pattern seeking
	gestation, adolescence
	UKS2 – Human life stages

	Year 5
	Properties and Changes of Materials
	Material properties; reversible/irreversible changes
	Investigate dissolving
	Fair testing
	solution, soluble
	UKS2 – Properties of materials

	Year 5
	Earth and Space
	Solar system; movement of Earth and Moon
	Use models
	Research
	orbit, rotate
	UKS2 – Earth and space

	Year 5
	Forces
	Gravity, air resistance, friction
	Investigate resistance
	Comparative testing
	gravity, friction
	UKS2 – Effects of forces

	Year 6
	Living Things and Habitats
	Classification systems and microorganisms
	Use classification keys
	Identifying/classifying
	taxonomy
	UKS2 – Classify living things

	Year 6
	Animals Including Humans
	Circulatory system; impact of lifestyle
	Interpret scientific evidence
	Research
	circulation, heart
	UKS2 – Circulatory system

	Year 6
	Evolution and Inheritance
	Evolution and adaptation
	Analyse fossil evidence
	Research
	adaptation, inheritance
	UKS2 – Evolution and inheritance

	Year 6
	Light
	How light travels; reflection and refraction
	Investigate reflection
	Fair testing
	refraction, spectrum
	UKS2 – Light travels in straight lines

	Year 6
	Electricity
	Voltage and circuit components
	Investigate circuits
	Fair testing
	voltage, current
	UKS2 – Electrical circuits brightness
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