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Essential Letters and Sounds – Phonics Progression (Phases 2–5) 
	ELS Phase
	Grapheme–Phoneme Correspondences (Examples)
	Knowledge
	Skills
	Blending (Reading)
	Segmenting (Spelling)
	Tricky Words / Common Exception Words
	Application in Reading and Writing

	Phase 2
	s a t p i n m d g o c k ck e u r h b f l
	Introduce single letter graphemes and phonemes
	Recognise letters and corresponding sounds
	Blend simple CVC words (sat, pin, dog)
	Segment simple CVC words for spelling
	the, to, I, no, go
	Read simple decodable words and captions; write simple words

	Phase 3
	j v w x y z zz qu; ch sh th ng; ai ee igh oa oo ar or ur ow oi ear air er
	Learn digraphs and trigraphs representing phonemes
	Recognise grapheme patterns and begin reading longer words
	Blend words with digraphs (chip, sheep, night)
	Segment words with digraphs for spelling
	he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you
	Read simple sentences and begin writing short phrases

	Phase 4
	Consonant clusters (e.g. bl, tr, mp, st)
	Understand adjacent consonants within words
	Read and spell words with clusters
	Blend longer words (stamp, frog, stop)
	Segment longer CCVC and CVCC words
	said, have, like, so, do
	Read sentences fluently; write short sentences

	Phase 5
	Alternative graphemes: ay, ou, ie, ea, oy, ir, ue, aw, wh, ph; alternative pronunciations
	Recognise alternative spellings and pronunciations
	Apply phonics knowledge to unfamiliar words
	Blend multisyllabic and complex words
	Segment words with alternative spellings
	people, water, because, could, should, would
	Read fluently with expression; spell words using phonics knowledge





Reading Skill Progression
	Phase
	Reading Development

	Phase 2
	Blend simple CVC words; read simple captions

	Phase 3
	Read sentences containing digraphs

	Phase 4
	Read longer words with adjacent consonants

	Phase 5
	Develop fluency and expression in reading


Spelling Skill Progression
	Phase
	Spelling Development

	Phase 2
	Segment and spell simple CVC words

	Phase 3
	Spell words with digraphs

	Phase 4
	Spell words with consonant clusters

	Phase 5
	Spell words with alternative graphemes
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