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History – Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Vocabulary (Years 1–6)

	Year
	Unit Title
	Knowledge
	Skills
	Chronology
	Historical Enquiry
	Interpretation
	Vocabulary (KS1 → LKS2 → UKS2)

	Year 1
	How am I making history?
	
History is about the past
Personal experiences form part of history
People’s lives change over time
	
Talk about events in their life
Sequence simple events
Ask simple questions about the past
	
Use simple timelines
	
Use photos and objects as evidence
	
Understand people may remember events differently
	KS1 Core: past, present, timeline, change, memory, before, after, long ago, object, evidence

	Year 1
	How have toys changed?
	
Toys change over time
Materials and technology affect toys
Past toys differ from modern toys
	
Compare toys from different times
Use artefacts to identify differences
	
Identify older and newer objects
	
Handle artefacts and pictures
	
Recognise toys reflect daily life
	KS1 Core: artefact, old, new, material, compare, before, after, long ago, object, evidence

	Year 1
	How have explorers changed the world?
	Explorers travelled to new places
Exploration expanded geographical knowledge
Some explorers became historically significant
	
Describe achievements of explorers
Use stories and images as sources
	
Sequence explorers in simple timeline
	
Ask questions about sources
	
Understand why some individuals are remembered
	KS1 Core: explorer, voyage, discovery, journey, before, after, long ago, object, evidence

	Year 2
	How was school different in the past?
	
Schools looked different in the past
Rules and resources have changed
Education has developed over time
	
Compare past and present schooling
Use photographs as evidence
	
Compare past and present
	
Ask questions about images
	
Understand experiences vary
	KS1 Core: classroom, discipline, similarity, difference, before, after, long ago, object, evidence

	Year 2
	How did we learn to fly?
	
Early aircraft were experimental
Key pioneers developed flight
Technology improved aviation
	
Sequence events in flight history
Explain simple cause and effect
	
Place aviation on timeline
	
Interpret diagrams and photos
	
Recognise significance of inventors
	KS1 Core: aviation, invention, pioneer, timeline, before, after, long ago, object, evidence

	Year 2
	What is a monarch?
	
Monarchs rule kingdoms
Britain has had many kings and queens
Some monarchs shaped national history
	
Identify significance of individuals
Use portraits as sources
	
Place monarchs chronologically
	
Use portraits and artefacts
	
Recognise different historical perspectives
	KS1 Core: monarch, crown, throne, kingdom, before, after, long ago, object, evidence

	Year 3
	Stone Age to Iron Age Britain
	
Prehistoric periods changed technology and lifestyles
Farming and settlement developed
Tools evolved from stone to metal
	
Compare prehistoric periods
Describe settlement changes
	
Use long timelines
	
Interpret archaeological evidence
	
Understand historians reconstruct the past from artefacts
	LKS2 Core: prehistory, Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age, chronology, society, culture, change, cause, consequence

	Year 3
	Roman Britain
	
Romans invaded Britain
Roman army and engineering transformed Britain
Roman rule affected culture and infrastructure
	
Explain cause and consequence
Use historical sources
	
Place Romans on British timeline
	
Analyse artefacts and texts
	
Recognise viewpoints of Romans and Britons
	LKS2 Core: empire, invasion, legion, conquer, chronology, society, culture, change, cause, consequence

	Year 3
	Ancient Egypt
	
Egyptian civilisation developed complex beliefs
Pyramids and mummification reflect religious practices
Pharaohs ruled society
	
Describe features of civilisation
Use artefacts and images
	
Locate Egyptians in ancient timeline
	
Investigate artefacts
	
Interpret archaeological findings
	LKS2 Core: civilisation, pharaoh, pyramid, mummification, chronology, society, culture, change, cause, consequence

	Year 4
	Children’s lives through time
	
Childhood has changed significantly
Industrial revolution affected children’s work and lives
Reforms improved conditions
	
Compare experiences of children
Use evidence to draw conclusions
	
Track changes across centuries
	
Use census and photos
	
Recognise perspectives of children
	LKS2 Core: labour, reform, industry, welfare, chronology, society, culture, change, cause, consequence

	Year 4
	Anglo-Saxons and Vikings
	
Migration and invasion shaped Britain
Kingdoms developed
Vikings traded and settled
	
Analyse cause and consequence
Use evidence from maps and artefacts
	
Place Anglo-Saxons and Vikings chronologically
	
Interpret written and archaeological evidence
	
Recognise multiple interpretations
	LKS2 Core: migration, settlement, kingdom, invasion, chronology, society, culture, change, cause, consequence

	Year 4
	Ancient Maya
	
Maya civilisation developed cities and agriculture
Religion influenced society
Achievements included writing and mathematics
	
Compare civilisations
Interpret artefacts
	
Place Maya in global timeline
	
Use artefacts and codices
	
Recognise evidence limitations
	LKS2 Core: hierarchy, agriculture, ritual, civilisation, chronology, society, culture, change, cause, consequence

	Year 5
	Vikings
	
Vikings raided, traded and settled
They influenced British culture
Norse exploration expanded trade
	
Evaluate historical sources
Explain differing interpretations
	
Place Vikings in early medieval timeline
	
Analyse chronicles and artefacts
	
Compare interpretations
	UKS2 Core: raid, trade, settlement, longship, interpretation, significance, reliability, bias, continuity, change

	Year 5
	Tudor England
	
Tudor monarchs ruled during religious change
Exploration expanded global connections
Society was hierarchical
	
Explain continuity and change
Investigate evidence
	
Place Tudors chronologically
	
Interpret portraits and documents
	
Recognise bias and propaganda
	UKS2 Core: dynasty, reformation, exploration, monarch, interpretation, significance, reliability, bias, continuity, change

	Year 5
	Ancient Greece
	
Greek civilisation developed democracy and philosophy
Greek culture influenced modern society
	
Explain historical significance
Make cross‑period connections
	
Place Greece in ancient timeline
	
Study texts and artefacts
	
Interpret legacy
	UKS2 Core: democracy, philosophy, civilisation, legacy, interpretation, significance, reliability, bias, continuity, change

	Year 6
	Census and local history
	
Census data records population information
It reveals social and economic change
Local history reflects national trends
	
Analyse historical data
Interpret primary sources
	
Track population change over decades
	
Investigate census records
	
Recognise bias and limitations
	UKS2 Core: census, population, demographic, interpretation, significance, reliability, bias, continuity, change

	Year 6
	World War II
	
World War II affected civilians across Britain
Evacuation and rationing shaped daily life
The Blitz caused major destruction
	
Evaluate testimonies
Explain impact
	
Place WWII in modern timeline
	
Use photographs and diaries
	
Recognise different wartime perspectives
	UKS2 Core: evacuation, rationing, Blitz, propaganda, interpretation, significance, reliability, bias, continuity, change
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