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Geography – Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Vocabulary (Years 1–6)
	Year
	Unit Title
	Knowledge
	Skills
	Locational Knowledge
	Fieldwork & Enquiry
	Interpretation / Analysis
	Vocabulary Progression (KS1 → LKS2 → UKS2)
	Substantive Geography Concepts
	Fieldwork & Disciplinary Geography Progression

	Year 1
	What is it like here?
	The local area contains human and physical features
Maps help us understand places
Different places have different characteristics
	Identify features of the local area
Use simple maps and symbols
Describe features using geographical language
	Locate the UK and the local area on simple maps
	Observe and record features around school
	Compare similarities and differences between places
	KS1: map, place, human feature, physical feature, symbol
	Place
	KS1: observation, simple fieldwork, sketch maps, identifying human and physical features

	Year 1
	What is the weather like in the UK?
	Weather changes across seasons
The UK experiences varied weather patterns
	Record daily weather
Describe seasonal changes
	Locate the UK on a world map
	Collect simple weather data
	Recognise patterns in seasonal weather
	KS1: weather, season, temperature, rainfall
	Physical Processes & Environment
	KS1: observation, simple fieldwork, sketch maps, identifying human and physical features

	Year 1
	What is it like to live in Shanghai?
	Shanghai is a large city in China
People live differently in different parts of the world
	Compare daily life in Shanghai and the UK
Use photographs and maps
	Locate China and the UK on a world map
	Ask questions about life in another place
	Identify similarities and differences between places
	KS1: city, country, continent, compare
	Place
	KS1: observation, simple fieldwork, sketch maps, identifying human and physical features

	Year 2
	Would you prefer to live in a hot or cold place?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Place
	KS1: observation, simple fieldwork, sketch maps, identifying human and physical features

	Year 2
	Why is our world wonderful?
	The world contains natural wonders
Landscapes vary across continents
	Locate famous natural landmarks
Describe physical features
	Identify continents and oceans
	Use atlases and globes
	Explain why environments are special
	KS1: continent, ocean, landmark, environment
	Space & Location
	KS1: observation, simple fieldwork, sketch maps, identifying human and physical features

	Year 2
	What is it like to live by the coast?
	Coastal environments have unique physical features
People visit and live at the coast for different reasons
	Describe coastal features
Compare inland and coastal places
	Locate coastal areas in the UK
	Observe and record features of environments
	Explain why coasts are important to people
	KS1: coast, beach, cliff, harbour
	Place
	KS1: observation, simple fieldwork, sketch maps, identifying human and physical features

	Year 3
	Why do people live near volcanoes?
	Volcanoes form due to tectonic activity
Living near volcanoes has risks and benefits
	Explain physical processes
Describe how people adapt to hazards
	Locate major volcanic regions
	Use diagrams and maps
	Explain reasons for settlement near hazards
	LKS2: volcano, eruption, lava, tectonic
	Physical Processes & Environment
	LKS2: structured fieldwork, surveys, atlases and maps, recording geographical data

	Year 3
	Who lives in Antarctica?
	Antarctica is a polar region with extreme climate
Scientists study Antarctica
	Use atlases to locate polar regions
Describe extreme environments
	Locate Antarctica on a world map
	Interpret maps and satellite images
	Explain global importance of Antarctica
	LKS2: Antarctica, ice sheet, climate, research
	Place
	LKS2: structured fieldwork, surveys, atlases and maps, recording geographical data

	Year 3
	Are all settlements the same?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Place
	LKS2: structured fieldwork, surveys, atlases and maps, recording geographical data

	Year 4
	Where does our food come from?
	Food is produced in different regions
Trade connects countries through food supply
	Trace food supply chains
Explain farming systems
	Map global food origins
	Investigate food production
	Analyse patterns of food trade
	LKS2: agriculture, import, export, trade
	Human Geography
	LKS2: structured fieldwork, surveys, atlases and maps, recording geographical data

	Year 4
	What are rivers and how are they used?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Physical Processes & Environment
	LKS2: structured fieldwork, surveys, atlases and maps, recording geographical data

	Year 4
	Why are rainforests important to us?
	Rainforests are biodiverse ecosystems
Deforestation affects climate and wildlife
	Describe rainforest layers
Explain environmental challenges
	Locate tropical rainforests
	Use climate graphs and maps
	Explain importance of conservation
	LKS2: rainforest, canopy, deforestation, ecosystem
	Physical Processes & Environment
	LKS2: structured fieldwork, surveys, atlases and maps, recording geographical data

	Year 5
	What is life like in the Alps?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Place
	UKS2: analysing datasets, interpreting maps/graphs, evaluating environmental and human impacts

	Year 5
	Why do oceans matter?
	Oceans regulate climate and support ecosystems
Human activity impacts marine environments
	Analyse environmental issues
Interpret data and maps
	Locate major oceans
	Investigate ocean pollution
	Evaluate environmental impacts
	UKS2: ocean current, marine ecosystem, pollution
	Space & Location
	UKS2: analysing datasets, interpreting maps/graphs, evaluating environmental and human impacts

	Year 5
	Would you like to live in the desert?
	Deserts have extreme climates
Humans adapt to harsh environments
	Compare climates
Use climate graphs
	Locate major deserts
	Interpret climate data
	Explain human adaptations
	UKS2: desert, arid, drought, adaptation
	Physical Processes & Environment
	UKS2: analysing datasets, interpreting maps/graphs, evaluating environmental and human impacts

	Year 6
	Why does population change?
	Population changes through birth, death and migration
Urbanisation shapes cities
	Interpret population graphs
Explain demographic change
	Map population distribution
	Analyse census and demographic data
	Explain causes of population change
	UKS2: population, migration, urbanisation
	Human Geography
	UKS2: analysing datasets, interpreting maps/graphs, evaluating environmental and human impacts

	Year 6
	Where does our energy come from?
	Energy resources vary globally
Renewable energy is increasingly important
	Compare energy sources
Explain sustainability
	Locate major energy resources
	Investigate energy use
	Evaluate environmental impact
	UKS2: renewable energy, fossil fuel, sustainability
	Human Geography
	UKS2: analysing datasets, interpreting maps/graphs, evaluating environmental and human impacts

	Year 6
	Independent fieldwork enquiry
	Fieldwork helps geographers investigate places
Data collection supports geographical analysis
	Plan and conduct fieldwork
Collect and analyse data
	Use maps to plan investigations
	Carry out surveys and observations
	Present and interpret geographical findings
	UKS2: fieldwork, survey, data, investigation
	Place
	UKS2: analysing datasets, interpreting maps/graphs, evaluating environmental and human impacts
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