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English Writing – Progression of Knowledge, Skills and Vocabulary (Years 1–6)
	Year
	Term
	Writing Genre / Unit (from LTP)
	National Curriculum Writing Focus
	Composition Progression
	Sentence Structure
	Punctuation
	Spelling Focus
	Vocabulary Development

	Year 1
	Autumn
	Recount / Narrative / Poetry
	Write simple sentences; sequence ideas
	Simple recounts and stories
	Simple sentences with 'and'
	Capital letters, full stops
	Phonics based spelling
	Tier 1 everyday words

	Year 1
	Spring
	Narrative / Information Text
	Write sentences about familiar topics
	Short narratives and facts
	Simple sentence patterns
	Question marks
	Common exception words
	Describing words

	Year 1
	Summer
	Narrative / Recount / Information
	Write short sequences of sentences
	Develop story structure
	Join ideas with 'and'
	Basic sentence punctuation
	Phonics patterns
	Topic vocabulary

	Year 2
	Autumn
	Poetry / Report / Setting
	Write for different purposes
	Develop simple paragraphs
	Compound sentences
	Commas in lists
	Suffixes -ing -ed
	Tier 2 descriptive vocabulary

	Year 2
	Spring
	Narrative / Recount / Description
	Write longer narratives
	Use expanded noun phrases
	Simple conjunctions
	Apostrophes
	Common exception words
	Descriptive language

	Year 2
	Summer
	Narrative / Explanation
	Explain ideas clearly
	Organise writing logically
	Sentence variation
	Sentence punctuation
	Suffix patterns
	Subject vocabulary

	Year 3
	Autumn
	Character description / Diary / Instructions
	Organise writing in paragraphs
	Use first person and commands
	Compound sentences
	Speech punctuation
	Prefixes and suffixes
	Emotive vocabulary

	Year 3
	Spring
	Explanation / Newspaper / Narrative
	Write structured narratives and reports
	Use paragraphs
	Complex sentences emerging
	Inverted commas
	Word families
	Formal vocabulary

	Year 3
	Summer
	Persuasive / Narrative / Poetry
	Write for audience and purpose
	Use persuasive language
	Sentence variety
	Basic punctuation control
	Spelling patterns
	Tier 2 vocabulary

	Year 4
	Autumn
	Recount / Character / Instructions
	Organise paragraphs around theme
	Use expanded noun phrases
	Fronted adverbials
	Commas after fronted adverbials
	Suffix spelling patterns
	Technical vocabulary

	Year 4
	Spring
	Narrative / Poetry / Balanced Argument
	Write detailed narratives
	Sentence variety
	Complex sentences
	Apostrophes for possession
	Spelling families
	Persuasive vocabulary

	Year 4
	Summer
	Information / Diary / Narrative
	Write structured information texts
	Paragraph cohesion
	Sentence control
	Standard punctuation
	Prefixes and suffixes
	Subject vocabulary

	Year 5
	Autumn
	Diary / Letter / Book Review
	Write with awareness of audience
	Use descriptive language
	Relative clauses
	Parenthesis punctuation
	Morphology patterns
	Tier 2 vocabulary

	Year 5
	Spring
	Narrative / Setting / Non‑Chronological Report
	Develop atmosphere and cohesion
	Sentence variety
	Complex structures
	Commas and brackets
	Spelling patterns
	Technical vocabulary

	Year 5
	Summer
	Persuasive / Newspaper / Narrative
	Write persuasive arguments
	Organise ideas logically
	Sentence manipulation
	Punctuation for clarity
	Word roots
	Formal vocabulary

	Year 6
	Autumn
	Recount / Diary / Character
	Write sustained pieces
	Manipulate sentence structure
	Complex sentences
	Colons and semi‑colons
	Advanced spelling patterns
	Precise vocabulary

	Year 6
	Spring
	Narrative / Persuasive / Formal Letter
	Write with clear audience and purpose
	Use cohesive devices
	Sentence variation
	Advanced punctuation
	Morphology and etymology
	Tier 2 & 3 vocabulary

	Year 6
	Summer
	Narrative / Poetry / Informal Letter
	Craft sophisticated texts
	Control tone and register
	Sentence manipulation
	Full punctuation range
	Independent spelling strategies
	Sophisticated vocabulary
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