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Art & Design Progression of Skills and Knowledge (Years 1–6)

	
	Unit title
	Generating ideas
	Making skills
	Formal elements
	Knowledge of artists
	Evaluating
	Knowledge
	Skills
	Vocabulary

	Year 1
	Make your mark
	• Explore and generate simple ideas through sketching
• Use observation and imagination
	• Use a range of tools and materials
• Experiment with techniques
	• Explore line, shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern
	• Study artists and craftspeople linked to the unit
	• Discuss artwork using simple art vocabulary
• Reflect on own and others’ work
	• Understand artistic processes and materials
• Know how artists communicate ideas
	• Drawing, painting, sculpting or craft techniques
• Develop control and creativity
	• line • shape • colour • pattern • texture • tone • form • sculpture • print

	Year 1
	Colour splash
	• Explore and generate simple ideas through sketching
• Use observation and imagination
	• Use a range of tools and materials
• Experiment with techniques
	• Explore line, shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern
	• Study artists and craftspeople linked to the unit
	• Discuss artwork using simple art vocabulary
• Reflect on own and others’ work
	• Understand artistic processes and materials
• Know how artists communicate ideas
	• Drawing, painting, sculpting or craft techniques
• Develop control and creativity
	• line • shape • colour • pattern • texture • tone • form • sculpture • print

	Year 1
	Paper play
	• Explore and generate simple ideas through sketching
• Use observation and imagination
	• Use a range of tools and materials
• Experiment with techniques
	• Explore line, shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern
	• Study artists and craftspeople linked to the unit
	• Discuss artwork using simple art vocabulary
• Reflect on own and others’ work
	• Understand artistic processes and materials
• Know how artists communicate ideas
	• Drawing, painting, sculpting or craft techniques
• Develop control and creativity
	• line • shape • colour • pattern • texture • tone • form • sculpture • print

	Year 2
	Tell a story
	• Explore and generate simple ideas through sketching
• Use observation and imagination
	• Use a range of tools and materials
• Experiment with techniques
	• Explore line, shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern
	• Study artists and craftspeople linked to the unit
	• Discuss artwork using simple art vocabulary
• Reflect on own and others’ work
	• Understand artistic processes and materials
• Know how artists communicate ideas
	• Drawing, painting, sculpting or craft techniques
• Develop control and creativity
	• line • shape • colour • pattern • texture • tone • form • sculpture • print

	Year 2
	Life in colour
	• Explore and generate simple ideas through sketching
• Use observation and imagination
	• Use a range of tools and materials
• Experiment with techniques
	• Explore line, shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern
	• Study artists and craftspeople linked to the unit
	• Discuss artwork using simple art vocabulary
• Reflect on own and others’ work
	• Understand artistic processes and materials
• Know how artists communicate ideas
	• Drawing, painting, sculpting or craft techniques
• Develop control and creativity
	• line • shape • colour • pattern • texture • tone • form • sculpture • print

	Year 2
	Clay houses
	• Explore and generate simple ideas through sketching
• Use observation and imagination
	• Use a range of tools and materials
• Experiment with techniques
	• Explore line, shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern
	• Study artists and craftspeople linked to the unit
	• Discuss artwork using simple art vocabulary
• Reflect on own and others’ work
	• Understand artistic processes and materials
• Know how artists communicate ideas
	• Drawing, painting, sculpting or craft techniques
• Develop control and creativity
	• line • shape • colour • pattern • texture • tone • form • sculpture • print

	Year 3
	Growing artists
	• Explore and generate simple ideas through sketching
• Use observation and imagination
	• Use a range of tools and materials
• Experiment with techniques
	• Explore line, shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern
	• Study artists and craftspeople linked to the unit
	• Discuss artwork using simple art vocabulary
• Reflect on own and others’ work
	• Understand artistic processes and materials
• Know how artists communicate ideas
	• Drawing, painting, sculpting or craft techniques
• Develop control and creativity
	• line • shape • colour • pattern • texture • tone • form • sculpture • print

	Year 3
	Prehistoric painting
	• Explore and generate simple ideas through sketching
• Use observation and imagination
	• Use a range of tools and materials
• Experiment with techniques
	• Explore line, shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern
	• Study artists and craftspeople linked to the unit
	• Discuss artwork using simple art vocabulary
• Reflect on own and others’ work
	• Understand artistic processes and materials
• Know how artists communicate ideas
	• Drawing, painting, sculpting or craft techniques
• Develop control and creativity
	• line • shape • colour • pattern • texture • tone • form • sculpture • print

	Year 3
	Ancient Egyptian scrolls
	• Explore and generate simple ideas through sketching
• Use observation and imagination
	• Use a range of tools and materials
• Experiment with techniques
	• Explore line, shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern
	• Study artists and craftspeople linked to the unit
	• Discuss artwork using simple art vocabulary
• Reflect on own and others’ work
	• Understand artistic processes and materials
• Know how artists communicate ideas
	• Drawing, painting, sculpting or craft techniques
• Develop control and creativity
	• line • shape • colour • pattern • texture • tone • form • sculpture • print

	Year 4
	Power prints
	• Explore and generate simple ideas through sketching
• Use observation and imagination
	• Use a range of tools and materials
• Experiment with techniques
	• Explore line, shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern
	• Study artists and craftspeople linked to the unit
	• Discuss artwork using simple art vocabulary
• Reflect on own and others’ work
	• Understand artistic processes and materials
• Know how artists communicate ideas
	• Drawing, painting, sculpting or craft techniques
• Develop control and creativity
	• line • shape • colour • pattern • texture • tone • form • sculpture • print

	Year 4
	Light and dark
	• Explore and generate simple ideas through sketching
• Use observation and imagination
	• Use a range of tools and materials
• Experiment with techniques
	• Explore line, shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern
	• Study artists and craftspeople linked to the unit
	• Discuss artwork using simple art vocabulary
• Reflect on own and others’ work
	• Understand artistic processes and materials
• Know how artists communicate ideas
	• Drawing, painting, sculpting or craft techniques
• Develop control and creativity
	• line • shape • colour • pattern • texture • tone • form • sculpture • print

	Year 4
	Fabric of nature
	• Explore and generate simple ideas through sketching
• Use observation and imagination
	• Use a range of tools and materials
• Experiment with techniques
	• Explore line, shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern
	• Study artists and craftspeople linked to the unit
	• Discuss artwork using simple art vocabulary
• Reflect on own and others’ work
	• Understand artistic processes and materials
• Know how artists communicate ideas
	• Drawing, painting, sculpting or craft techniques
• Develop control and creativity
	• line • shape • colour • pattern • texture • tone • form • sculpture • print

	Year 5
	I need space
	• Explore and generate simple ideas through sketching
• Use observation and imagination
	• Use a range of tools and materials
• Experiment with techniques
	• Explore line, shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern
	• Study artists and craftspeople linked to the unit
	• Discuss artwork using simple art vocabulary
• Reflect on own and others’ work
	• Understand artistic processes and materials
• Know how artists communicate ideas
	• Drawing, painting, sculpting or craft techniques
• Develop control and creativity
	• line • shape • colour • pattern • texture • tone • form • sculpture • print

	Year 5
	Portraits
	• Explore and generate simple ideas through sketching
• Use observation and imagination
	• Use a range of tools and materials
• Experiment with techniques
	• Explore line, shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern
	• Study artists and craftspeople linked to the unit
	• Discuss artwork using simple art vocabulary
• Reflect on own and others’ work
	• Understand artistic processes and materials
• Know how artists communicate ideas
	• Drawing, painting, sculpting or craft techniques
• Develop control and creativity
	• line • shape • colour • pattern • texture • tone • form • sculpture • print

	Year 5
	Architecture
	• Explore and generate simple ideas through sketching
• Use observation and imagination
	• Use a range of tools and materials
• Experiment with techniques
	• Explore line, shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern
	• Study artists and craftspeople linked to the unit
	• Discuss artwork using simple art vocabulary
• Reflect on own and others’ work
	• Understand artistic processes and materials
• Know how artists communicate ideas
	• Drawing, painting, sculpting or craft techniques
• Develop control and creativity
	• line • shape • colour • pattern • texture • tone • form • sculpture • print

	Year 6
	Artist study
	• Explore and generate simple ideas through sketching
• Use observation and imagination
	• Use a range of tools and materials
• Experiment with techniques
	• Explore line, shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern
	• Study artists and craftspeople linked to the unit
	• Discuss artwork using simple art vocabulary
• Reflect on own and others’ work
	• Understand artistic processes and materials
• Know how artists communicate ideas
	• Drawing, painting, sculpting or craft techniques
• Develop control and creativity
	• line • shape • colour • pattern • texture • tone • form • sculpture • print

	Year 6
	Making memories
	• Explore and generate simple ideas through sketching
• Use observation and imagination
	• Use a range of tools and materials
• Experiment with techniques
	• Explore line, shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern
	• Study artists and craftspeople linked to the unit
	• Discuss artwork using simple art vocabulary
• Reflect on own and others’ work
	• Understand artistic processes and materials
• Know how artists communicate ideas
	• Drawing, painting, sculpting or craft techniques
• Develop control and creativity
	• line • shape • colour • pattern • texture • tone • form • sculpture • print

	Year 6
	Photo opportunity
	• Explore and generate simple ideas through sketching
• Use observation and imagination
	• Use a range of tools and materials
• Experiment with techniques
	• Explore line, shape, colour, texture, tone and pattern
	• Study artists and craftspeople linked to the unit
	• Discuss artwork using simple art vocabulary
• Reflect on own and others’ work
	• Understand artistic processes and materials
• Know how artists communicate ideas
	• Drawing, painting, sculpting or craft techniques
• Develop control and creativity
	• line • shape • colour • pattern • texture • tone • form • sculpture • print
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